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CHURCH of CHRIST, 4 


Meeting in 5 * | 
TURNERS HALL, 
Philpot a Lane, Lo ndon. 
c Mercy, and Peace Gm Gad our e G . 
Feber. and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
4 © you 1 chooſe to dedicate chis 1 | 


Trac, knowing that you have che 
moſt Right to the Contents of it? 
And as it hath pleaſed God to con 1 
F tinue you in a Church State, after 
n many ſhocking Trials, which ou 
base met with, by the Death of many Labourer, 
who ſerved Chriſt 7 aithfully, and are now gone td 
teap the Fruit of their Labours; and alſo 52 thas * 
en a hath bat caſt vpn * N he 


W 
y 7 2 a : 


e 


Dien ̃ ĩ | 

Name of Antinomians, for your Stedfaſtneſs, in 2 

N adhering unto the great Doctrines of the Fre: 

f Grace of God in Chriſt, and that everlaſting Love 

1 of God, in all his Perſons, unto the Ele&, before 

1 the World began, as the Foundation of all that 

6 Grace beſtowed upon them in time, when they are 

called, not according to their own Works, but ac- 

cording. to his own Purpoſe and Grace given us 

in Chriſt, before the World began, 2 Tim. i. 9. 

£; A cloſe. Adherence unto this Doctrine, leads you | | 

N right into thoſe that follow ; viz. The Tuſtifica- —_ 

tion of a poor Sinner, by the Righteouſneſs of his 

Surety, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has borne the A 

Sins of all the Elect, -in his own Body upon the 

Tree, 1 Pet, iii. 24. and has finally put them a- * 

way by that one Offering, whereby be haih made ; 
perfeft for ever them that are ſan#tified, Heb. x. 14. 
So that Law and Juſtice being ſatisfied, there can 
be no Law Charge brought againſt them in the 
Court of Heaven; for Chriſt preſents their Per- 
ſons repreſentatively, as without Spot, before the 
"= Throne, Rev. xiii. g. through your contending for 
1 this Doctrine, and the powerful Energy of the 
| holy Spirit, in his effectual Operations upon the 
Soul in Regeneration, ſo that the poor ftubborn 


9 


BY Sinner is overcome by him: I ſay, if to hold faſt 

1 theſe Doctrines brings a Name of Reproach upon 

= you, bind it about your Neck, as an Ornament = 
3 not to be aſhamed of, in this Day of departing 


from the Faith once delivered to the Saints, Jude 3. 


. Count it your Joy, that you, with others in this i 

bo City, are reckoned worthy fo bear Reproach for (| 
1 Chrift and his Goſpel : Be thankful to the Lord, 
. that he keeps you ſtedfaſt in theſe perilous Times, . 

; and Jet no Man take your Crown; hold faſt that 


which you have received. Remember, little 
1 Tg ag Flock, 


. —_—_— 


4 
\ 


Dnpication. 
Flock, that this Doctrine lies at the Foundation 
of the Reformation from Popery; and though 


wt many have made Shipwrack of the Faith of Chriſt, 


yet ſee what a noble Roll of Worthies you had, at 
that time, liſted in that Cauſe that is now deſpiſed, 
and forſaken by many that bear the Name of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, whoſe Fathers Names many of 
them ſtand in the Front of the Liſt, whilſt their 
Children have not only left the Doctrine their Fa- 
thers bore Teſtimony unto, even to ſuffer the 
Loſs of all Things, rather than to loſe the Goſpel, 
but are turned Enemies unto it, and are ſetting 
Natural Religion upon the Level, with Revealed. 
Nay, I do not wrong them, if I ſhould ſay, they 


| ſet it above Revealed Religion, and make uſe of 


the one, to decry the other, and weaken, all they 
can, the Arguments our firſt Reformers uſed a- 


gainſt thoſe that were then debaſing the Cauſe of 


Chriſt ; but being lilted in this Cauſe, in Oppo- 
ſition unto the Goſpel, they are greedily purſuing 


their own Deſtruction; of whom it may be ſaid, 


They had better bave never known the way of Rigb- 
teouſneſs, than after they have known it, to turn from 
the holy Commandment, delivered to them ; their latter 
End will be worſe than the Beginning, 2 Pet. ii. 21, 
Reckon ic your great Mercy, that the Lord the 
Spirit helps you to hold faſt the Glory of Chriſt's 
Perſon as God-Man, Mediator, with thoſe Offices 
that he ſuſtains, as Prophet, Prieſt, and King, 
and in ſubjecting you to the Government of his 
Houſe. This Name of Congregational is not worn 
out altogether amongſt us, but the Thing is ſadly 
gone: It abides in its Sweetnefs and Spirituality but 
in a few, and it's one Reaſon, I — why the 
Lord contends with us, hecauſe the Hedge of 
Church Government is broken down, and the 


Breaches | 


1 DRDIeATION. 

reaches of Sion, in this reſpect, are not repaired; 
where it was onee well kept up. I muſt ſay, Iam 
glad there is ſuch a Defire in and amongſt you, ta 


took unto, and walk by the Pattern our Lord Chriſt 


hath given us of the New Teftament, . when he 
ſpake of the things appertaining unto the King. 
dom of God, AA, i. 3. And as the hath fet me 


5 Over you in the Lord, to be a Watchman for him : 


in his Houſe, it is my earneſt Deſire that I may 
be found a faithful Watchman, that I may give 
up my Account to him with Joy, and not with 
Grief. I can ſometimes, with great Pleaſure, look 
back, and behold how wonderfully the Lord hath 
carried this poor Church along; its Preſervation 
has been to me ſomewhat like Iſrael in Egypt, ſome 
of which you will find in the following Account; 
and that the Lord ſhould cail ſuch a poor Babe, to 
ſpeak forth his Praiſe, after fuch Fathers in Chriſt, 


that you have had, as your Helpers in the Lord 


have been in times paſt, is the more to be admired. 
But the Spirit of Elijah is with the Lord God of 
Elijah z And out of the Mouth of Babes he bath pro- 
miſed to ordain Strength, Pſal. viii. 2. Your late 
Paſtor, Mr. Joſeph Huſſey, I was well acquainted 
with from my Childhood, whoſe Labours my Soul 


hath great Reaſon. to bleſs the Lord for, when 


young; and as his Name is precious to many of us 
who were begotten. by him in the Goſpel, ſo it is 


to others of you, to whom he was a Father, to 


nouriſh and cheriſh that which was: begun under 
your former Paſtor Mr. Humphreys. As there was 
no Strangeneſs between me and your laſt Paſtor 
in his L.ite, ſo none at his Death: As his Preach- 
ing was bleſt to me from the Pulpit, ſo was it when 
his Bed became his Pulpit. Oh what Foy then 
furrounded his Soul, filled his Heart, and made 
. | him 
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him ſpeak out of the Abundance, to the Refreſn- 


ment of many; many of whoſe dying Words I 
took from his Lips: And as the dying Words of- 
Friends are much valued, ſo do you value his. 
But that they may be the more extenſively known, 
I have publiſhed them at the End of this Tract, 
that others may ſee how thoſe Doctrines you hold, 
and he delivered to you, were his Support in Life, 
and at Death, to the great Joy of many, as well 
as his own Soul. Theſe Things, I hope, will be 


acceptable to you, and therefore I put them under 


your Wing, deſiring that you would not forget 
to make mention of me in your Prayers before 
the Lord, that as I have been given to you, in 


anſwer to Prayer, ſo I may be continued to you 
as a Bleſſing; and that our Love may increaſe. 


more and more, is, and ſhall be the Deſirg of, 
Fours, : 3-467} 

in the Work and Service of 

our Lord Teſus Chrift, 5 


W. Bentley. 
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TO T HE 


Chriſtian Reader. 
HESE Lines, though deſigned prin- 
y cipally by me, for the Church and 


— 


| > 


x 


4 Auditory. where the Lord hath called 
me to labour, yet knowing they will 


ſides, I defire you would, in the peruſing of them, 
look not at the Meanneſs of the Expreſſions, but 
remember they are Facts that are now repreſented 
to you, and they need none of the Imbelliſnments 
or Arts of Man to ſet them off; and indeed, did 
they require it, it muſt not have been done by 
me, but ſome other Hand. I have uſed great 


Plainneſs of Speech; for they are the Things of 
God I have treated of, as yau will. find; and as 


they will be expoſed to many, to many of diffe- 
rent Taſtes in religious Things, and various will 
be the Opinions of Men, concerning theſe Lines, 


in the enſuing Tract; ſo they will, peradventure, 


be inquiring, why I chooſe to make this Matter 


ublick, it being now a conſiderable Time fince 


engaged in the Work of the Miniſtry ; bur I 
have many Reaſons,- three of which I ſhall give 

ou. | 
: 1ſt, Becauſe I find the ſame Objections made 
uſe of ſtil], both againſt the Church and my ſelf, 
as at firſt. Had they been filent, the Objectors 
had heard nothing from me : The ſame Objecti- 
ons which were at firſt, are ſtill frequently uſed, 
and where I have ſometimes no Friend to inter- 
poſe, ſo that I have thought good to conſider them 
in this Place. But then, 5 2aly, 


0) lo) paſs through the Hands of many be- 


| 
£1 
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2dly; Another Reaſon why 1 publiſh this, is, 
that you may ſee that I have not acted without a 
Thus ſaith the Lord, in what I am now concerned 
in, and you will ſee this in the whole of the Trea- 
tife; :Andthed,*: + 7:; | 

. 3dly, Another Reaſon is, that it may be the 
Pleaſure of the Lord to remove the Prejudices of 
the Godly, and let them ſee we have not acted 


without conſulting, and having nequans Recourſe . 


unto the Word of God, for whoſe ſake I have pub- 
liſhed theſe Lines, that if it be the Pleaſure, of the 
Lord to bleſs them, either to the enlightening the - 


Minds of ſome Profeſſors in the Order of God's 
Word, or the femoving the Prejudices of others; 


Glory will redound unto the Lord thereby, and 
my End will be anſwered. If it ſhould have a dif- 
ferent Effect upon the Minds of ſome, to draw our 


their Corruptions and their Paſſions, I know who; 


can ſtill them, though they are like the tempe- 
ſtuous Sea; For the Lord on high is mightier than the: 
Noiſe of many Waters, yea, than the mighty Waves of 
the Sea, Pſal. xciii. 4. 9 | F wa 
I ſhall now conſider thoſe Objections that have 
been ſo frequently made, and bring them to the 
Standard, the written Word of God, to the Law, 
and to the Teſtimony ; I they ſpeak not according to. 
this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in them, Iſa. 
vili. 20. | „ 413.81 
The Objections that are made, are not by Men 
of a Denomination that I do not belong unto, but 
of the ſame Denomination 3 and therefore deſerve 
the more to be conſider'd: As, 3 
1ſt, It is objected by ſome, this would have dona 
well enough in the Country, but it makes the 
Congregational Way in the City look little. The 


Obßection it ſelf is ſo mean and frivolous, that id 


4 ; deſerves 


X To the REA DER. 
deſerves no Anſwer; and yet I muſt fay, that in 


the Objection it's granted warrantable or ſcrip- 


tural, inaſmuch as it would be wel} enough in the 
Country; but if fcriptural, the Place makes no 
Difference. Why not a Man called out from ſe- 
cular Employment, to ſerve Chriſt in Town, as 
well as in the Country, ſeeing we'll readily grant 
this to be the Practice of the Primitive Chriſti- 


ans, and have granted it in our Confeſſion of Faith. 


See that of the Rvoy, 5. 7. Pp. 85. $. 13. P. 88, &c. 
Nay, none, an be ignorant, who has read any 
thing of the Reformation abroad, that the Mini- 
ſtry was g:nerally choſen' out of the Laicks; fee 
the Autho: of the Rights of the Chriſtian Church, 


p. 333. Aid in the Enquiry into the Conſtitution of 
the Primitive Church, Part II. p. 15. the Author 


fully vindicates this to be the Practice of the 


Churches then. Beſides, our City Miniſters can 


freely preach for, and converſe with ſuch Mini- 
" ters and Churches in the Country: Nay, that the 
Truth is granted, is evident from the Practice of 
the Fund, in helping both thoſe Churches and 


Miniſters, in the Country, that keep up this Pra- 


ctice; nay, I will venture to ſay, was this Practice 


laid afide in the Country, many poor Souls muft 


not, could not have the Goſpel preached to them; 
for many are forced, who labour in the Miniſtry 
on the Lord's Day, to labour for their Families 
fix Days in the Week, that they might diſpenſe 
the Word to Souls, they being ſo poor that they 
could not maintain a Miniſter and his Family; and 
whether the Learned would do this, let them judge. 
As this Practice is readily granted to be ſcriptural, 
by the Objectors, in the Practice of it in the 
Country, and they themſelves can ſupply ſuch, 
though they muſt not ſupply for them here in 

5 | Ex; : Town, 


give what is meet. But, 


To the RRA DER. xi 
Town, (though they are owned to be Miniſters of 


Chriſt) let them that refuſe or hinder it, anſwer 


for it to our Lord Jeſus, who will make no Di- 
ſtinctions at the great Day, between the Miniſters. 
of the City, or the Country. If we are Chrilt's 
Labourers, and are both employed in the ſame 


Vineyard, though our Talents may differ, ſome 


have more, and ſome leſs Furniture, 1 Cor, xii. 1 1. 
ſeeing God gives to every Man as he nleaſes, why 
then ſhould there be this Strangene and-Indiffe». 
rency one unto another, fo far from tne Spirit ot 
an Old Teſtament Saint? Would to G all the: 
Lord's People were Prophets, and thai the Lord 
would put his Spirit upon them, Numb. xi. 29, And. 


ſurely it becomes us of the New, to love as Bre- 


thren, and to be kindly affectioned one towards 
another, ſeeing we are but Servants and Workers 
alike in Chriſt's Vineyard, to whom the Lord will 

2dly,. It's objected, that we are no Church, and 
d. not owned by Siſter- Churches. They 
that make this Objection, muſt be grofly igno- 


rant of us; for we are not a Church gathered 
Teſterday, but have been of long ſtanding, and 


have had a Succeſſion of Paſtors for many Fears 
together, and have been comfortably ſupplied by. 
Paſtors of Siſter- Churches, in Times of Neceſſity, 


when our Paſtors have been fick- or infirm ; So 
that there can be no Truth in this Objection, un- 


Jeſs it proceeds from our being moved to a new: 
Place of Worſhip, which makes no Alteration z. 


for the Church is a Church, let them meet Where 


they will: Neither did our Diviſion take away; 


our Name; for being the major Part, we remain ⸗ 


ed the Church, and as ſuch gave Diſmiſſions to 


Siſter- Churches, and have received from others 


a the 


xil To the REA DEA. 
the ſame; ſo that this Objection, I believe, will 


be brought within a narrow Compaſs, and be only 
made by thoſe that are of a contentious wrangling . 


Spirit : But if thoſe cannot be convinced by fair 
Arguments, that they are in the wrong, I ſhall 
venture to ſay, and hope to prove it, that we have 
as many Marks and Signs that we are a Church of 
Chriſt, as any others have, 


We are a Company of Believers, meeting to- 


gether in the Fear of the Lord, according to his 
own Word, for publick Worſhip, as all other 
Churches do: We have the Ordinances of Chriſt 


_ duly adminiſtred to us, according to the Rule; we 


have his Preſence in the Worſhip, both upon his 
own Day, and occaſionally, as we meet together : 
we are building up one another, upon our moſt 
holy Faith, Jude 20. Chriſt crucified being the 
only Foundation which God the Father hath laid 
in Sion. The Doctrine we do advance, is Chriſt 
crucified, both in our Worſhip and Practice. We 
know no other Name, under Heaven, whereby 


Sinners can be ſaved. We lift him up upon the 
Pole of the Goſpel, as the great Surety of the Co- 
venant, and tell poor Sinners that he alone has. 


borne the Sins of his People; and that he, as God- 
Man, is the only Mediator between God and us 
Sinners: And this we confidently affirm as a 
Church; and from this Foundation we preſs Sin- 
ners to wait upon God in his Appointments, telling 
them that ĩt is their Duty to wait as at the Pool of 
Hecbeſda; for there is the pouring out of Bleſſings. 


This Doctrine we alſo advance to Believers, to 


eſs them unto good Works, telling them, that 
ithout Chriſt, or ſevered from him, they can do 
pothing. We alſo find the Lord bleſſing of the 


a for the gathering in ot Sinners unta 


himſelf, 
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To the ReaDerR xii 
himſelf, by adding Seals of the Miniftry unto the 
Church. We diſown any Doctrine that tends to 
caſt a Slur upon any of the divine Attributes, or 
Perfections of Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, 
the only living and true God, whom we worſhip in 
all his glorious Perſons, We keep up a ſtrict Watch 
over one another in our Church- Relation, and caſt 


out what is offenſive to Chriſt, or wounds the Name 
of Chriſt, and admoniſh one another in the Lord, 
and receive none into our Fellowſhip, without Sa- 


tisfaction (in the Judgment of Charity) that they 
are living Stones fitted for the ſpiritual Building. 


And in all this, we have the Lord's Preſence uni- 


ting our Hearts to fear his Name, and to walk in 
Love, with bearing and forbearing one another: 
Praying for Siſter-Churches, and having their Pro- 
ſperity at Heart, as well as our own. And what: 
greater Marks can any Church ſhow, that they are ap- 

roved or accepted of him in their Worſhip, than 
theſe? This hath been owned from the Pulpit, in 
ſome excellent Diſcourſes, at Pinner*s Hall, by an 


eminent Servant of Chriſt, Dr. Ridgley, from Levitt” 


ix. 24. And there came a Fire out from before the Lord, 


and conſumed upon the Altar the Burnt-offering, . and the. 
Fat; which when all the People ſaw, they ſhouted, and 


fell on their Faces. 


am not inſenſible, but that ic will be ſaid, we- 


hold ſome Doctrines which Siſter-Churches do not 
approve of; I hope none of them reflect upon any, 


of the divine Perfections of God. We may, it's 
poſſible, differ in ſome reſpect, in our Conceptions 


of the Doctrine of. Juſtification, becauſe we con- 
_ ſider Chriſt to be a Head unto the Church, before he 
was a Saviour of the Body, and ſo carry ſome Things. 


in another Senſe than ſome others do. Herein we, 
are nat ſingular 3 for there are many great Lights 
Y 1 | in 
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in the Church of Chriſt in this way of Thinking: 


Vids Dr. Goodwin, Twiſs, Perkins, and many others. 
The Juſtneſs of it was lately ſet in a clear and di- 
ſtint Light, by Mr. Bragg, at Pinner's Hall Le- 
cture, in ſome Sermons from Col. i. 28. hm we 
preach: And he gave the Preference to thoſe of 
the Supralapſarian Way in preaching, that they ex- 
alted Chriſt more than thoſe of the Sublapſarians, 


' (the one conſidering him Head and Firſt in all God's 


Thoughts, and the Elect as choſen in him unto the 
highett Glory, while the Creation, with all the 
Glory of it, and the Fall of Adam, with all its 
dreadful Conſequences, is as a Foile to illuſtrate the 
Glory of our Emanuel); the other conſidering the 
Elect choſen in him as fallen, and to be redeemed 
him, and fo brought to Glory ; ſo that we have 
no other Foundation than Chriſt, Nor do we ad- 
vance any thing derogatory unto the Satisfaction of 
our Lord Jeſus ; ſo that ſo far as we have received 
Chriſt, ſo far we ſhould walk, as the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it in Phil. iii. 15. It is very certain, no two 
Miniſters can expreſs themſelves in the ſame Way, 
neither do they chooſe it; this is to be the State of 
che Church hereafter, when they ſhall ſee. Eye to 
Eye, and che Watchmen upon the Mount ſhall lift 
up their Voices together. Was there more Love, 
we ſhould not ſo perſecute one another for our dif- 
ferent Conceptions in the Things of God; for we 
no more deſerve the Name of Antinomians from the 


- Congregational, than the Orthodox do that of Tri- 


zbeifts, (for their holding the Doctrine of three Per- 
ſons in the Godhead) from the Anti-Trinitarians. But, 

3dly, It is ſtill objected, that we caſt great Con- 
tempt upon the Miniſters, that we aſſumed a Power 
of Ordaining without them. : I cannot ſuppoſe this 
Objection to come from a Congregational ns 
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if I did, I muſt ſuppoſe him to be groſly ignorant 
of his own Principles; for the Church has the ſole 
Power. of Ordaming. This we readily grant, and chat 
as to the Miniſters, their Preſence upon ſuch folemn 
Occaſions, is no more than as Meſſengers of Siſter- 
Churches, to behold their Order, and to join wich 
them in praying for a Bleſſing upon that Church 
that is ordaining. I muſt own, I have been often 
ſtumbled at the two Denominations, I mean the 
Presby terian and the Congregational, being concern- 
ed together, when a Church hath been orda ning a 
Miniſter, ſince their Sentiments are ſo wide in this 
Branch: The one believes the Power to be in the 
Miniſters, and the other in the Church; ſo that 
Miniſters, as Meſſengers of other Churches, are 
only preſent to behold the Order, and to join with 
them in Prayer, &c. 1 ; 4484 Toh 
I I would not have any think we did this by way of 
Contempt to any of the faithful Miniſters of Chrift, 
whom we eſteem very highly in Love, for their 
Works ſake, and in particular thoſe of our own De- 
nomination 3 but having ſo many Difficulties in the 
way of its being obtained, we did not, therefore, take 
thoſe Steps that we otherwiſe might have done: 80 
that let the worſt be ſaid of it that can be, you can 
call it no more than a Weakneſs in the Church, and 
not a Contempt upon our Siſter-Churches, or their 
| Paſtors, But, a FP 3 
Atbliy and laſtly, it has been objected by ſome, 


that my Head is full of Enthuſiaſm. I expect theſe 


Lines will paſs under that Sentence; but I dare ſay, 
none of the godly or gracious Part of Mankind will 
dare to ſpeak ſo of what I have here repreſented. 
I leave it in the Hands of the Lord, to manage ag 
it pleaſes him. As Iam in no fear from the Godly, * 
ſs I expect nothing elſe, nor better than the Ob- 
3 · ͤ—ꝛ—x! 8 jector 
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jector ſuppoſes, from the Deiſts and Scoffers of the 
Age, who make a Mock at Sin, and therefore, no 


wonder they do at Godlineſs; but let them remem- 
ber, that the Bands of the Scoffers ſhall be made ſtrong, 
Iſa. xxvii. 22. That although they are now ſpend- 


ing their Time, Strength, Wit, and Parts againſt 


the revealed Will of God, and ſetting at nought, 


as the Jews of old did, the chief Corner Stone, turn- 


ing the moſt deep and inexpreſſible Myſteries of 


God's Word into Banter and Ridicule, they leave 


themſelves without Excuſe, and will find no way 
for their Eſcape: They are left without Hope, and 
as the Apoſtle ſays to the apoſtatizing Jes in the 
Hebrews, who were for caſting off the Sacrifice of 


Chriſt, ſo I would fay to them, there remains no- 


thing but a certain fearful looking for of Judgment 


and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the Ad- 


verſaries, that tho* they may run upon the thick Boſſes 
of the Lord's Buckler, Job xv. 26. yet he will one 


Day laugh at their Calamity, and mock when their Ear 


cometh ; when it cometh ſuddenly, as a Whirlwind, and 
there is none to deliver, Prov. i. 26. It is my earneſt 
Deſire and Prayer, that the Lord would appear and 


ſtop that Tide of Atheiſm and Deiſm amongſt us; 


and pour down his Spirit in bis Churches, and lift 
up a Standard, not only againſt that, but all other 
growing Errors and Evils. I would conclude with 
the Words of good old Jacob, Gen. xlix. 6. 0 


my Soul, come not thou into their Secret, unto their A.- 


ſemblies, my Honour, be not thou united; for he that” 
walketh with wiſe Men, ſaith Solomon, ſhall be wiſe, 
but a Companion of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed. Farewel, 


and the Lord give you Underſtanding in all Things: 


W. Bentley: 


THE 


HzLezr of his People, &c. 


Have for ſome Time had Thoughts 
do make you acquainted with 
NP 4 the Lord's Dealings with my 

5 Soul, reſpecting my Call unto the 
e Miniſtry, eſpecially ſince there 


5 


among ſome ſort of Profeſſors, both againſt 
the Church's Conduct in calling me, and my 
Acceptation of their Call; in all which it is 
my Deſign to let you know how the Lord, 
at that Time, dealt with me. As to the Power 
of the Churches of Chriſt, to call unto, and 

B in- 


have been great Clamours from 
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mllete bh the Paſtoral Office, ſuch « as are for 


their Edification, this is allowed of by 


all in the congregational Way; and as for 
thoſe that differ from us, I muſt leave them 
with the Lord, till he is pleaſed to give them 


more Light to ſee better. I do not intend to 


enter upon that Head; as for our own Pra. 


ctice in this Caſe, we have the Word of God 
for our Rule, and need no-other Warrant for 
what we do, than the Statute Book of Hea- 
ven, which furniſhes us not only with the 


manner of gathering the Churches, but alſo 


what are the proper Materials with which 
they are to be built, and where the Power 
lies to call and to ordain to Office, ſuch of 
thoſe as Chriſt hath appointed in his Houſe, 
vnto whom is left the ſole Power of judging 
and determining all Matters relating to the 
Kingdom of Chriſt militant, and that it needs 
no Body of Men whatſoever to make or or- 
dain Laws unto them; for having all within 
her ſelf, ſhe appears in all her Glory, terri- 


ble as an Army with Banners. She is well 


marſhalled, in Order, as a Body Politick is, 
that hath all proper Officers, ready to execute 


the King's Commands: 1 ſay, ſo is the 


Church; ſhe hath not one Officer more than 
ſhe needs, nor can ſhe want one that ſhe 
hath ; for the Church is compleat in her Or- 
der, Chriſt at the Head, and then all Under 


Officers in their Order: Aud be gave ſome 
_ Apoſtles, and ſome TOP and ſome Evan- 


geliſts, 


Helper of bis People, &c. 3 
gelilis, and fome Paſtors and Teachers; for 
tho perſecting of the Saints, for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, for the edifying of 1he Bagy of 
re > 
Thus Chriſt hath inſtituted, and thus we 
are obliged to walk; for bis Toke is eaſy, 
and his Burden is light, Matt. xi. 30. The 
Obligations that New Teſtament Saints are 
under unto Chriſt, as King of his own Hoyle, _ 
is one great Part of our practical Subjection 
unto Chriſt, brought about by him in the 
Day of his Power, when he puts forth the 
Rod of his Strength, and makes us to fall un- 
der him, you being a Company of ſuch Jiving 
Stones, as have had, and ſtill continue to re- 
ceive Life from him: In your progreſſive walk - 
ing through this Wilderneſs, you know his 
Voice from that of a Stranger, and can di- 
ſtinguiſh between Truth and Error, Light ang 
Darknefs, Doctrines advanced upon the Free- 
dom of Man's Will, and thoſe that have their 
ſtanding upon the Foundation God hath lay 
in Hon. You may expect, while you are thus. 
building up one another upon your moſt holy 
Faith, and adhering unto Chriſt, the Lord's 
gracious, comforting, ſtrengthening, teaching 
and eſtabliſhing Preſence among you: Though 
there may be many Impertections, and much 
Darkneſs {till abiding, yet remember, I fay, 
the Day will dawn upon you, and all Go- 
ſpel Churches, when he will appear; For 
Es is like a Refiner's Fire, and he Fuller's 
EEE B 2 Soap : 
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Soap: And be ſhall fit as a Refer, ""Y 


Purifier of Silver ; and he ſhall 2. the 


Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold and 
Silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an 
Ofering in Richr aſus, Mal. iii. 2, 3. 

For he will come and will not tarry, and re- 
compence Vengeance unto his and their Ene- 


It is highly neceſſary in acquainting you 
with the Lord's Work upon my Soul in this 
Matter, that I ſhould obſerve the Way the 
Lord took to try you for a long Space of 
Time, from the Death of our much-eſteemed 
Paſtor, Mr. Zof. Huſſey, whoſe Labours will 


never be forgot by us; nor by any of thoſe. 


beſides, that have a divine Reliſh of thoſe 
great Truths, which the Lord led him into, 
to make known, both from the PWPA and the 
Preſs. | 

Vneaſineſſes began to ſhew themſelves a- 
mong us before his Death, and continued ſo 


till his Death; and then, inſtead of their 


leſſening, they greatly increaſed, and all At- 
tempts made towards a Harmony proved in- 
effectual, though we laboured Night and Day 
to bring it about, till at laſt the Rupture be- 
gan to iſſue in a Separation; ſo that the ma- 
jor Part being for Peace and Quietneſs, 
0 it moſt expedient to remove their 


Place of Worſhip, and accordingly did agree 
together to take this FACS where we now 


are. 


Fo or. 


of 


1 1 


9 


11 


ö . 
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Helper of bis People, ke. 3 
For ſome ſhort Time, we were obliged to 
keep up the Worſhip only by Prayer and 


Praiſes in a private Houſe, though licenſed 


for that Purpoſe, till this Place could be come 


at, and made commodious for our Uſe. And 


as I. have been an Eye-witneſs unto the 
Lord's dealing towards us, I cannot omit 
what I thought at the Time that our Meet- 
ing was firſt opened, with reſpe& unto the 
Subje& the Servant of the Lord was ſent to 
us with, and the Expreſſions he dropt in his 
Preface to his Sermon; the Text it ſelf was 
very ſeaſonable, and, indeed, the whole 
Diſcourſe from Rev. xiv. 6. And I ſaw 


another Angel fly in the midſt of Heaven, 


having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach unto 


them that dwell on the Earth. 


- From the Time of our opening the Meet- 
ing, through the Hand of the Lord with 
and among us, we were never deſtitute of 


. preaching for _ Months, though at great 


Expence to get freſh Supplies; and, conſi- 
dering the many Difficulties we laboured un- 
der, yet we went on, and frequently met in 
ſolemn Days of Prayer, that the Lord would 
appear for us, and raiſe up a Paſtor to go 

out and in amongſt us. Sometimes we were 
in Hopes that the Mercy was at the Door, 


and we were ready to ſay, the Lord is now 
_ anſwering of us: But this was our Miſtake, 
as we have ſeen ; we were not wanting in 
this matter, but tried ſome that were Paſtors, 


and 
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and gave one of them a Call, but it proved 
abortive, Then our hopes ſeemed to flag, and 


we were at a ſtand in our Minds, but ſtill had 
ſome ſecret Encouragement, that the Lord 
would not caſt us off, as a Church, nor ſuffer 
the Candleſtick to be broken, though he, had 


extinguiſhed our Lights, one after another : 
. And, whilſt we were in this Poſture of Affairs, 
a Perſon was recommended to us, whoſe Gift 


we tried; but finding all Matters would not 


iſſue in the Comfort of the Church, in his 


Settlement among .us, he removed. And we 
haye ſeen the Goodneſs of the Lord towards 
us in this Matter alſo ; though this cauſed a 


further ſhaking, and great Uneaſineſſes aroſe 


hereupon, ſo that ſome of our Number left us; 
and though we were ſmall before, yet. the 
Lord ſaw fit we ſhould be ſmaller Rill, that 
his Power might the more appear, and that 


we might be the more ſenſible that it was his 


own Arm that brought Salvation unto us. 
For ſome Space of 1ime, the publick Wor- 
ſhip of Preaching was then laid down, and 


we * * met in the latter Part of the Lord's 


Day, to call upon his Name; for in the Time 
of Trouble he had promiſed he would hear; 
and if ever a poor Church had a Day of Trou- 


ble, this was one to us: The Thoughts of 


Heart we then had, were better felt than ex- 
preſſed; yet the loving Kindneſs of the 


Lord was, in thoſe Seaſons, much mant- 


ſeſted, Surely, if the Church had ever a 


* pirit 


Helper of bis People, \&c. 7 
Spirit of Prayer, it was then evidently mani- 
feſted, and we were helped to wreſtle with f 
him, and to ſay, Ve will not let thee go unn-H 
| til thou haſe bleſſed us. During this time, 1 
had a ſpecial Occaſion to viſit the Church, 
by Virtue of the Office of a Deacon, and had 
frequent Converſe about the State of the 
Church; and 1 found, upon the whole, that 
they had many of them great Faith to be- 
lieve, that though it was ſo low with us, 
yet the Lord would ſend them a Paſtor, 
and that out of $7ou. This was not only 
the Opinion of one or two, but moſt of them: 
And I obſerved in Seaſons of Prayer, (for we 
had many) that the Lord led out the Bre- 
ll | thren into a holy Nearneſs unto himſelf, that 
this Sion might be builded ; and in their 
Prayers they would make mention of ſuck 
Words that were given them by the Lord, to 
encourage their Faith, and draw out Argu- 
ments from thence, to make uſe of before 
the Lord; which Practice is ſo frequent in 
Scripture with the Saints; that if the Lord 
gave a Promiſe to ſupport them, they would 
plead, Lord, haſt thou not ſaid it, and w 
are waiting, for thou haſt given us thy Mort 
wherein thou haſt cauſed us to hope, Pſal. 
cxix. 49. The Spirit in Prayer, and the 
i Arguments then drawn from the Word, gave 
ſome of them great Encouragement ; and 1 
was not without ſuch Encouragement my ſelf 
in the midſt of all; yet my Faith was not 
always 


8 The Lord the 
always alike ſtrengthened in the Words of 
Promiſe, I remember that Word in par- 


ticular had once and again refreſhed me, with 
reſpe& unto the Church, The Lord thy God 


in the midſt of thee, is mighty ; he will 
"ſave, he will rejoice over thee with Foy ; he 


zwill reſt in his Love ; he will joy over thee 
with ſinging, Zeph. iii. 17. And I will 
leave in the midſt of thee, a poor and an af 


flieted People, and they ſhall truſt in the 


Name of the Lord, &c. Ver. 12. And when 
the Lord ſball build up Sion, he ſhall appear 
in his Glory, Pal. cii. 13, 16. Thou ſhalt 


ariſe and have mercy upon Sion ; for the time 


to favour her, yea, the ſet time is come. And 
though the Viſion is for an appointed time, 
Gc. but at the end it ſhall ſpeak and not 
lie: Though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it 
will ſurely come, it will not tarry, Habak. 
il. 3. And I will multiply them, and they 


ſhall not be few : I will alſo glorify them, and 


they ſhall not be ſmall. Sometimes I was 
helped by one of theſe Promiſes, and at other 
Times by others of them, ſtill to wait to ſee 
the gracious Appearance of the Lord for the 
Church, from the firſt of our Uneaſineſſes. 
But now at this Time I was calling all into 
Queſtion, and I concluded in my Unbelief 
that it could not be right ; for whilſt ſome of 
the Brethren told me, the Day of Salvation 
was near at Hand, and that ſpeedily the 
Lord would appear; and the aged Siſters, 

they 
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they would tell me, how much they have 
had of the Lord's Preſthce at the Throne of 
Grace for the Church; and when I was caſt 
down, they would comfort me, by telling me 
their Experience at that time; but yet my 


| Unbelief was for calling over all thoſe beſore 
mentioned Scriptures, as in the manner fol- 


lowing. How can this be, ſince the Lord 
hath ſaid he would build up Sion, and yet ſome 
of our Number are gone, and left us poor ones 
behind ? Is this increaſing of us ? Or can this 


us ? Sure it cannot be; and my Heart was 
ready to tell the Lord; he had deceived me 
by theſe Words that he had given me; of 


elſe I thought the Words might flow only 
from my own Memory, or Satan might have 


a hand in it: And thus Queſtions of Un- 

belief ſprung up in great Numbers to di- 
ſturb me; even ſometimes in Prayer, When 
I have been pleading for the Church, Satan 
and my Unbelief together, would make ſuch 

Work in my Soul; that I have been bowed 
down; that I have not been able to know 
how to behave my ſelf when with the Church. 
But though Satan and my own Unbelizf were 
ſtrong in cavilling, the Lord was pleas d to 
give me that Word with Power out of Jaiab's 
Prophecy; The Children which thou fhalt 
have, after thou haſt loft the other, ſhall aß 
again in thine Ears, the Place is too ſtrait 
for me: Give Place 2 that I may cs 
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And here I had ſome Light into the former 
Promiſes, ois. that the Multiplying of us 
ſhould be by adding unto us freſh Converts, 
that there ke be Praiſe in Sion: The 
Truth of Which, ſince, bleſſed be God, hath 
appeared. Well, but my Mind was ſtill in 
trouble, that we had not the Word diſpenſed 


among us; ſo that one of the principal Or- 


dinances of Chriſt's Houſe ſor building was 


Wanting; and in the midſt of theſe my 


Thoughts, that Word came with Power; 
For thou ſhalt go to all that I ſhall fend thee, 
Jer. i. 7. And it ſo followed me from Day 
to Day, that I was helped in a particular 


manner to carry them unto the Lord in Pray- 


er, and ſpread the Cauſe before him; and that if 
it was his Pleaſure, he would let me know his 


Mind therein ; this was between the Lord and 


my own Soul ; but I never till that Time could 
ſo much as bear the Thoughts of it ; (though 
the Church had requeſted it of me for many 
Months before, which had deſired, - that [ 
would paſs under Trial of my Gifts for the 
Church's Uſe). In this Caſe my Mind was 
greatly perplex d and troubled. What to do 
1 could not tell, and to confer with Crea- 
tures in this Matter, I knew could be of lit- 
tle help ; for they could not herein counſel 
me aright: But, as before, I knew who was 
the great Counſellor, and to him I went with 
this weighty Affair; and in leaving it 1 
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Helper of bis People, &c. 11 


the Lord, I found great Relief of Mind, and 


was helped to ſay, Lord, here 1 am,' ao 
with me as ſcemeth good in thy Sight - And 


I found my Mind brought over unto a willing 


Subjection, to follow the Lord in what way 
he pleaſed. All this was locked up in my 
own Breaſt; and, in the mean time, I was 
helped to obſerve the Hand of Providence, in 
many Occurrences at that time, which I ſhall 
forbear now to name. I heard what many 


ſaid from without, 218. that I ſhould be a 


Preacher. Ialſo heard the Opinions of many, 
ſome for, and others againſt, in this Matter ; 
and it was the more remarkable, that there was 
nothing 'of what I have now related, that was 


| known to any Creature; yet the various Re- 


ports of many were as above, which made 


me wonder from whence they ſhould ariſe, 


unleſs from my being engaged in a Confer- 
ence in Southwark, ( for which T have great 
Reaſon to bleſs God) or elſe from the Call 


of the Church to exerciſe my Gift, and the 


want of the publick Work of Preaching, at 


that time. "Theſe Reports gained Ground, 


and brought many Perſons down into S1uth- 
wark, to ſatisfy their Curioſity ; ſome to hear, 
in order to remark and obferve, and others 
out of good Will. But in the midſt of it all 


my Spirit was upheld ; what the Lord wass 
about to do I could not tell, at his Feet he 


held me, and I was helped to carry all my Grie- 
vances to him; but I wondred indeed to hear 
2 on 
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„on every hand that I muſt be a Preacher ; 
nay, it was confidently affirmed by / one 
who had formerly. been a Member of the 
Church, that I would have been one ſeven | 
Years ago; but I my ſelf did not think 1a 
ten Weeks before the time that L firſt ſpake 
in the Church: But I well knew the Spirit 
of the Perſon ; and as I well knew I muſt 
take up with Reproaches, . it was but a ſmall 
Concern to me, and I believe my Actions in 
the Church will clear me from ſuch a Re- 
1 port; for I labour d, with all my Might, to 
Hhhave a Miniſtry fixed, if poſſible, to ſilence 
the Cavils of thoſe that ſpread ſuch Reports : 
And this the Searcher of Hearts knows to be 
true, and what I have often aſſerted, I take 4 
this Occaſion to mention this, becauſe ſome | 
of our diflenting Brethren have urged it as an 
Argument againſt. me, that I never was for 
paving any body fixed but my ſelf. 

The Lord's Day came, and the uſual Wor- 
ſhip of Prayer being carried on, I was com- ; 
fore, whilſt one of the Brethren, was pray- 

ing, from theſe Words, The Lord gave the. 

Word, and great were the Company of thiſe 

that publiſhed it, Pſal. Ixviii. 11. There being 

a Bible upon the T able, I took it up, and 
would have found out the Text, but could | 
not ; the Brethren, after the Worſhip was 1 
over, asked me, if I was going to ſpeak to 
them from a Scripture ; I told them, if I had. 
found the Text 1 believe! ſhould ; the Word 

| dwelt 
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I was fatisfied the Lord would do for me, if he 


SN 


Helper of his People, Kc. 12 


| dwelt upon my Mind, and when 1 came 


home, I found the Word; and upon reading 
of it, I was led to ſee the Lord's way in fur- 


niſhing his Churches with Miniſters; and that 


was, by giving them firſt a Meſſage, and then 
ſending them with it; and if he gives Meſ- 
ſages, he will ſend thoſe he has appointed 
with them to his People. The Inference 


that I drew immediately from this, was, that 
if the Lord will ſend by Inſtruments, he wil! 


give them their Meſſage. This pleaſed me, 


for 1 found my Mind to hang back at times, 


from the Views of great Diſcouragements in 


my ſelf, and having no Word given me to 


go unto the People withal, and ſo concluded 
that the former Word in Jeremiab did not be- 


long to me; not that I expected any thing 
in an extraordinary way, as was in the A- 


poſtles times, but in a more common way, as 
it was under this Diſpenſation; for Chriſt is 
ſtill the ſame unto the Church, for all Giſts 


are in his hand, and therefore he will have 1 
his Churches to look to him for Miniſters 


when they want them. Pray ye therefore the. 


Lord of the Harneſt, that he would ſend forth 


Labourers into bis Harveſt, Luke x. 2. And 
till then I do not expect to ſee better times; 


and then the Promiſe ſhall be verify d, That: | i 
their Nobles fhall be of themſelves, Jer. xxx; | © 
21. And the Sons of Levi thall then offer un- 


to the Lord a pure Offering. But thus much 


in- 


IG Donn 
intended me for publick Uſefulneſs in 'the 
Church, that he would bleſs a Word unto my 
Soul, and give me Light into it for Uſefulneſs 
unto the People: Thus I went on, eaſier in 
my Mind much, than I had been for Days paſt, 
The next Lord's Day, returning in the 
Morning, I went to hear that valuable Ser- 
vant of the Lord, Mr. Bragge, (whoſe Mi- 
niſtry the Lord greatly uſed, to carry on that 
Work begun upon my Soul, under my ſpiri- 
tual Father Mr. Zoſeph Huſſey) where I met 
with the Lord's Preſence : In that Morning's 
Diſcourſe, I remember he was treating to- 
wards the Cloſe of his Sermon, upon the Du- 
ty of Church Members filling up their Rela- 
tion unto one another in Fellowſhip, and he 
referred to that Scripture in the - Hebrews, 
chap. x. 25. Not forſaking the afſembling of 
Fi your ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, 
bY - but exborting one another; and ſo much the 
as more, as ye ſee the Day approaching.Where he 
remarked the Duty of Church Members, not 
to forſake the Worſhip of Chriſt in his Houſe, 
and to exhort one another. I thought this 
Word was levelled at our Church, and that 
becauſe we were without the Word of Ex- 
hortation, that principally ought to be upon 
the Lord's Day, and that we were ſcattered 
for want of it; and then the Words followed 
me again, The Lord gave the Mord, &c. I 
came home to Dinner, but could not fit at 
Table, the Word made ſuch deep Impreſſion 
. | upon 
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upon my Mind : I went up into my Cloſet, 
and begged of the Lord that he would ſhew 
me my Duty in this Matter ; the Word the 
more abode upon me, ( Exhort one another ). 
and in my. Meditations upon them, I had the 
Preſence of the Lord; and in the Afternoon 
I told ſome of the Brethren, that I did intend 
to ſpeak from a Scripture, and begg'd their 
Prayers for me; and accordingly after Pray- 
er, I opened that Text in the Hebrews ; and 


as it was ſuitable unto the Condition of the 


Church, ſo the Lord bleſſed it, to the En- 
couragement and Strengthening of us toge- 
ther, and great Joy filled the Hearts of the 
People, ſo that the Shout of a King was 
great in the midſt of us, and J continued to 
infiſt upon this Word for ſome Days. All 
this was done, not without, but with Autho-' 
rity from the Church, who had requeſted 


this of me many Months before; but I had 


not Liberty in my Soul till now. The Au- 
ditory increaſing upon this Report of my 


preaching, many things were ſaid; the Church 
not a little reproached for their Conduct in 
approving, and I as much condemned for en- 


gaging in this Work. This brought many 
Viſiters to ſee me, ſome to encourage me, and 


ſome to diſſuade me from it; and they pre- 
ſented as many Difficulties as they, could 
muſter up together, in order to beat me off 


from the Work : Some of theſe I do believe 
did it with a good Deſign, in reſpect unto 
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16 The Loxy the 
my Family; but the more Diſcouragements 
aroſe, the more I was helped to go to the 
Lord, and to lay all before him, both En- 
_ - couragements and Diſcouragements, believing 
the Lord would do his Pleaſure, It was my 
Duty to ſtand ſtill in this time, to fee what 
the Lord would do for me. Whilſt I was think- 
ing concerning : theſe Things, and my Mind 
a little warm, as it were, that Word came 
= with great Power, No Man having put hi, 
1 i Band to the Phugh, and hoking bach, is fit 
pio tbe Kingdom of God, Luke ix. 62. And 
= that other Scripture, F any Man draw back; 
mm Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in him, Heb. 
xk. 38. Theſe Words made me confider the 
Lord's Defign in them; to ſee if it anſwered 
to my Circumſtances ; and I found upon the 
Search, that my Cafe was in them. The be- 
lieving Hebrews ſaw many Trials before them 
in their Adherence to the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and were cxpoſed to the Laſhes, both of 
the Tongues of Men, and to the Sword of 
the heathen Magiſtrate, which latter, thongh 
it was not my Caſe, yet the former was; and 
J was not a whit ſpared from them. This 
Was no way pleaſing unto my carnal Part, 
yet the Lord ſupported me by that Word, 
mah li. 12,13. J, even I, am he that com- 
orterh you bo art thou, that thou fhouldft 
be afraid of a Man that ſpall die, and of 
the Son of Man, which ſhall be made as 
o i 
OM After 


Helfer of b People, &c. 17 
Aker this, I. Was much perlünded l, f 
veral not to withdraw my ſelf from the Work 
ef the Lord ; and alfo, 1 had dr Staſong, 
much Joy in my Soul: But once in particu- 
lar, I had a ſpecial Seaſon between the Lord 
and my Soul, ſuch as never had been be- 
fore, nor ſince, and 1 was lifted upon my 
high Mountains, not, thinking that Satan was 
watching for an Opportunity againſt 'me ; but 
T found it afterwards to be a Time he had 
allotted him to fift me as Wheat, He came 
with a ſudden Violence upon me,; he would 
devour me up, as it were, at once; the Sud- 
denneſs of it was like a Clap of Thunder, 
when not looked for; and it was very grie- 
vous to me for a Time. The Lord, by theſe 
Means, made me to ſee more of my elf and 
my own Heart, according to the Words of 
Hezckiah ; that I might know. all that was in 
my Heart well, though I was mourning; and 
my Mind ſadned by this, and J ready to give 
up the Work, thinking that Satan was re- 
ſolved to make my way as "ugg as he 
could, and ready to think that iF Lord 

had called me to Service, he would not ſuf- 
fer Satan to go, on with his bold Attempts 
upon me, till I had more Strength and Skill 
in his Work, fo which he had called me. 
In this Time the Lord was pleaſed, provi- 
dentially to caſt my Eye upon a Paſlage in 
Dr. (Goodwin, that he greatly bleſſed to my 
Soul, Sc. where he has theſe Words; 
9 | D When 
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© When the Lord calls unto any ſpecial _ 
** Work or Service any of his, Satan hath a 
< watchful Eye over them; but withal adds, 
That it is needful, that thoſe that ſpeak to 
* others concerning the Things of God, 
ce ſhould well know both their own Hearts, 
© and Satan's Stratagems, that they may be 
as a well furniſhed Scribe, 7 bring forth out 
« of their Treaſure, Things new and old, 
* though we ſometimes pay dear for this 
« Knowledge.” This Knowledge, faith he, 
puffeth not up, but lays the Soul low before 
the Lord. Though Satan blew hard at me, 
yet my Bow abode in Strength, and the 
Lord held me up, and comforted me under 
his fiery Darts that he ſhot at me, and gave 
me gracious Words to relieve and comfort 
me, and I was made to ſee that the Lord's 


dren 
queſti 


—— FS 


could not ſpeak of them. The Lord, by this, 


taught me to ſee my ſelf, and to know my own 
Heart, and at that time: Thou which haſt 
ſhewed me great and ſore Troubles, ſhalt 
quicken me again, and ſhalt bring me up a- 
gain from the Depths of the Earth. Thou 
halt increaſe my Greatneſs, and comfort me 
* 7 
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Helper of bis People, &c. 19 
on every ſide, Pal. Ixxi. 20, 21. And alſo 
Pſalm cxxxviii. 7, 8. (Though I walk in the 
midſ; of Trouble, thou wilt revive me; thou 
ſhalt ſtretch forth thine Hand againſt the 
Wrath of mine Enemies, and thy right Hand 
hall ſave me. The Lord will perfect #hat _ 
which concerneth me; thy Mercy, O Lord, 
endureth for ever ; forſake not the Works 

thine own Hands), were great Words to 
my Soul : From which I was made to be- 
lieve Satan's End ſhould be fully fruſtrated. 


Theſe Words were given me with reſpect to 


my Work in the Church, and they abode up- 
on my Soul, going out, and coming in; and 
the Lord helped me, by theſe Things, to tell 
in Sion, to poor Souls, the way of his Deal- 
ings, according to what I had felt in my own 
Heart; and as in one of the Seriptures he 
promiſed to increaſe my Greatneſs on every 
ſide, I did not underſtand this in a temporal 
Eſtate, but that he would give me further 
Light, and Knowledge, and Underſtanding, 
and make me more uſeful in his Hand, for the 
Church of Chriſt : And I found the Work 
of the Lord going on in the Church, that we 
had Additions unto us, and thoſe made that 
other Word in the Pſalms good ; for God 
was ſtretching forth his Hand againſt the 
Wrath of mine Enemy, (Satan) by plucking 
Brands out of the Fire, and bringing them in- 
to the Kingdom of his dear Son, viſibly to 
profeſs his Name amongſt us, ſo as to 
| D 2 ſtrengthen 
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ſtrengthen our Hands in the Lord, and to the 
increaſing. of the Church's Greatneſs on every 
ſide.. Thus, through Mercy, 1 have been ſo 
far carried on and ſupported; and the Church 
by this time having had Trial of my poor 
Giſts, for their Uie and Edification, gave 
me a Call to ſpeak to them more publickly, 
by carrying on the whole of the Worſhip, 
as uſual on the Lord's Day, and fo ſent me 
forth to preach the;Gofpe], which was done 

(after they had approved of my Gifts) by ſo- 


lemn Prayer unto the Lord, for me in that 


Work, which I was ſeparated unto, by them, 


in the Name of the Lord. And I entred up- 
on the publick Work, the Seventh Day of 


December, 17 29, and preached from , thoſe. 
Words, . Haging therefore obtained help of 


z 
a 


God, I continue unto this Day, ; witneſſing 


buth to, (mall and 177 77 ing none other. 
things than thoſe which Moſes and the Pro- 
phets did ſay, ſhould come, AQs xxl, 23. 
Being now: cloſely engaged in a more pub- 
lick Manner, this was the Subject of much 
Converſation ; and by ſome, of much Banter. 
and Ridicule : But this did not move me, the. 


Lord ſtood by me. 1 found at this time more 
| Favour and Eſteem in the Eyes of Church- 


men, than from Diſſenters; and their Beha-, 
viour in publick was more ſerious and be- 
coming. As to thoſe of our own Denomination, 
vs. Congregaticnal ; theſe have owned, and, 
do ſtill own this Practice of ours to be right, 

| in 


Helper of bus People, &c. 2 
in the Savoy Confeſſion of Faith, as publiſh'd. 
in the Year 1658. and now re- printed. 8 = 
So that I need no more to vindicate either 
my ſelf, or the Church, than their own: 
Words; however, in this Day there is a great 
Departure from that good old Practice, whick 
1 pray God to revive amongſt us, and then 
Religion it ſelf will revive, . and with it a 
greater Love and Harmony amongſt the Mi- 
niſters and Profeſſors of it, who are engaged 
in the ſame Cauſe and Intereſt, (the Intereſt 1 
of our Lord) ; Then Ephraim ſhall not nm 
Fudah, nor Fudah vex Ephraim, Iſa. xi. 13. 
But this will not be effected by Might, nor by 
Power, but by a plentiful pouring out of the 
Lord's Spirit upon us, and then we Miniſters 
and Churches of the New Teſtament, ſhalk- 
flouriſh like 1hey of the City, and-the Frutts 
of Chriſt in the midſt of us, Pall ſhake likes 
Lebanon, Pſal. Ixxu. 16. EIT IIIa e 
I am well ſatisfy' d, when this time of re- 
| freſhing ſhall come from the Lord, all thoſe 
Diſtinctions of Lay and learned Men, ſhall be 
caſt to the Moles and Batts, as Names no = 
more to be uſed in the Church; but the Sep- 
herds of Chriſt ſhall then join Hand and 
Heart together in the Lord's Cauſe, and look 
upon one another as Ambaſſadors employed 
by one Head, and ſhall have done with all 
Shineſs one to another for their different Sen- 
timents, either in Doctrine or Diſcipline ; for 
they ſhall then ſee Eye to Eye in the Things 
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to caſt them upon him, and ſo 


of God and Chriſt, and the Lord alone ſhall 
be exalted in that Day, Iſa. ii. 11. 
But now as I was entred upon this Work 
publickly, and knew that now I muſt expect 


many Reflections, ſome of one kind, and 


fome of another; I was till kept to the Lord 
to carry all my Burdens not only to him, but 

Pound Relief: 
1 knew the Work was the Lord's, and that 
he would manage it for his own Glory, let 
Men ſay what they would; and at the ſame 
time the Lord encouraged the Church in their 
times of Prayer, with much of his Preſence, 
and a choice Spirit was poured out upon them, 


mn private as well as publick ; and he gave 


them many precious Words to encourage 
them in the way. t 3 
But being without the Adminiſtration of the 
Ordinances of Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 
per, we ſtill were preſſing forward, that the 
Church might have thoſe Ordinances for the 


* 


Uſes the Lord had appointed them, iz. for 
-. Edification, and the Growth of his People 


embodied in Fellowſhip. To this End we 

appointed a ſpecial Meeting of Prayer, to ſeek. 
the Lord, and afterwards to conſult what 
Meaſures we ſhould proceed in: And in this 
Meeting we agreed upon fearching the Word 
of God. In which Practice we have found 
the Lord graciouſly enlightening our Under- 
ſtandings, in many Inſtances; making 55 
Mord io be a Lamp unto our Feet, and a 


Light 


a : at's a : 7 o 7 r 7 : . ET 7 * FL WE” d I» * 3 - % Us * I $ * * 
75 1 %* c x Ko 1 | r by - — * ; . 2 4 * x bs 
4 8 ; l oY, — . 
. — * 9 
1 a ; 
0 ö = 
* * mY 4 
elper 0 Eople. Go 7 IM 
k " 1. Ss 13 
. . * © * * — Y Wet fed I 
| bi 4 F 2 


Light unto our Paths, Pfal. cxix. 105. and 
there we found that we might have theſe 
Ordinahces adminiſtred to us by the Hands 


of a Brother, called and approved of by the 
Church, unto the Office of Teaching; and w] 


were the more confirmed in this Matter, by. 
thoſe great Lights which the Lord had fur- 


niſhed his Church with, ai. Dr. Goodwin,.. 


Dr. Owen, and Dr. Chauncy ; belides the us 


nanimous Voices of the Churches of New. 


England, and the Practice of ſome in London 


at this Day; and then the Church gave me 


a Call unto the Office of Teaching as an 
Elder among them. I took ſome time to con- 


ſider of the Matter, and came to this Con- 


cluſion, to ſerve the Church therein: And 
hereupon they ſet apart a ſpecial Day for 


Prayer on this Occaſion, according to the u- 


ſual Cuſtom of the Congregational Churches, 
when they call unto Office any of the Bre- 
thren. Thus we continued for ſome Months, 
and we not only enjoyed the Lord's Preſence 
in our publick Worfhip, which we looked 


upon as a Token of the Lord's Approbation, 


but we had Seals to the Miniſtry brought in- 


to the Church, I was not without great Con» 
cern of Soul all this time, under a Senſe of 


my own Unfitneſs and Inſufhciency for ſo 
great a Work, and have gone ſometimes into 
the Pulpit with great Darkneſs and Dead- 


neſs upon my Mind ; but the Lord has been 


better to me than my Fears. I remember, 


more 
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more than once, that I have been greatly fil 
ted and opprefled with Unbelief, and a deep 
Senſe of my own Inſufficiency, and a View of 
the Greatneſs of the Work, that when our 
Brother had done reading the Pſalm for 
publick Praife, I could hardly get off my 
Seat to' Prayer ; but I had not been long en- 
gaged in that Duty, but theſe Words came 
with great Power: Fear thou not, for I am 
evith thee; be not diſmayed, for I am thy 
God I will flrengthen thee, yea, I wil, 
Belp thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right Hand of my Righteouſneſs, Ia. xli. 10. 
Which Words were as Life from the Dead 
to my Soul. And under another ſuch a Time 
that was a good Word to me, There is Aaron 
thy Brother, he can ſpeak well, Exod. iv. 14. 
Oh! I have ſeen, and defire to ſee more need of 
Jeſus Chriſt in his prophetical Office, to lead 
and guide me into Truth, that T might have his 
Words put into my Mouth, to bring unto his 
People, and that it might appear to be not 
the Word of Man, but the Word of God ; 
and at ſuch times of Trials as theſe, J have 
been tempted to fall into the faſhionable 
Mode of reading what I have been meditating 
upon, but dare not tempt the Lord that way, 
having that Word, My Grace is ſufficient for 
thee, and knowing that the Spirit is promiſed 
as a Remembrancer, and it is his Office to 
lead into Truth, which, bleſſed be God, I 
r CIT IR 


Helper if his People, Ke 25 


„b for ncime. W ſettled, and went 
on comfortably; but the Church was not ſo 
well ſatisfied as if they had had a Paſtor in Of. 
fice, ſtated and fixed over them in the Lord: 
and therefore there were frequent Conſeren- 

ces upon that Head; and knowing one ano- 
thers Minds, by this Means, the Church had 
a Day of Prayer to wait upon the Lord, that 
he would guide them to that which was moſt 
for his Glory, and their Comfort: And aſter 
this Meeting was over, the Church had ano- 
ther, after the Lord's-day Worſhip was over; 
and then the Queſtion to one another was, 
that they might ſee how the Lord had ap- 
peared in that Meeting of Prayer; and there 
was a univerſal Agreement between them, Bre- 
thren and Siſters, and then the) nominated me 
the Perſon (the unworthieſt of all the Saints) 
for fo great a Work ; and profeſſed that they! 
had been of that Mind for ſome time. - 

The Church being thus unanimous in this 
Matter, they gave me a Call unto the Paſto= 

ral Office and Work, and deputed their Meſ- 
ſengers to let me know it: 1 being acquaint- 
ed with it, by them, could not give them an 
Anſwer. upon ſo great a Concern, eſpecially 
knowing that Work required a very cloſe At- 
tendance, both to the Labour and the Watch 
of the Church; and my Affairs in Life be- 
ing ſo great a Clog to me in the Work al- 
ready, that unleſs the Lord directed me in 
the way of his Providence, I could not ſee 
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any likelihood. at preſent ; and the Circum- 
ſtances of the Church being ſmall, and my 
Family large, made me deſire them to Wait, 
and withal to. lay the Caſe before the Lord, 
both for me and themſelves, that he would 
ſhew me my Duty in this Caſe, and they 
theirs ; and this they did by ſpending ſome 
time in Prayer; and 1 was helped to go often 
to the Lord, with this Meſſage of the Church 
to me, that I might be directed by him.. 

But this was a time of greater Trial ſtill, 
than I bad at any time before met with, and 
many Objections aroſe in my Mind: As, the 
Care I ought to take of my Family, and I 
found that this could not be ſupported by the 
Church, it being large, and they but weak 
in Strength; and yet, on the other hand, I. 
could not ſerve the Lord and Mammon together; 
this brought me into freſh Diſtreſs and I rouble 
of Mind: When I conſulted with Fleſh and 
Blood, I found Multitudes of Objections come 
in upon my Mind, but fill that Word fol- 
lowed me, I any Man draw. back, my Soul 
ſhall have no Pleaſure in him. This made 
me cry unto the Lord, to teach me in the 
way he would have me to go; and, on the 
other hand, I had new Difficulties ariſing in 
my fecular Buſineſs in Life, and the Con- 
cerns of it fell heavy on my Mind ; and be- 
ing by all theſe Things very penſive in my 
Spirits, that what to do I could not tell; theſe 


Words were bleſt to me, Lo, I am with you 


_ akpays, 


— 


Helper of his People, &c. 7 
always, even to the End of the World, Matt. 
xxviii. 20, This a little revived me, and 
| gave me ſome new Vigour in my Soul; and 
| aaſter theſe Words, came others ſuitable unto. F 
3 the Care which I was for taking of my Fa- 
| mily, iz. My God ſball ſupply all your 
5 Neea, according to his Riches in Glory by 
| Feſus Chriſt, Phil. iv. 19. And ſoon after 
theſe Words, The Earth is the Lord's, and 
5 the Fulneſs thereof; the Cattle upon a thou- 
ſand Hills are mine, Pſal. I. 10, 11, 12. And 
Il was made to ſee from hence, that the Lord 
would take care of me and mine, not with- 
ſtanding all thoſe glaring Objections that were 
then in my Mind, and I was greatly com- 
forted by theſe Words: But there was ſtill. - 


* —- . AC. 4c ont. . 


| another Difficulty in the way, and that was, 

' to part with my Concerns in Life well. In 
| all this, as before, I went unto the Lord; the 
| former Words had made me conclude that 


the Lord would open a Door for this, if he 
call'd me to ſerve him; for I was well ſa. 
tisfy'd that the Work it ſelf was. ſo great, 
and the Difficulties in the way ſo many, that 
I muſt be quit and diſintangled from the Buſi?⸗- 
neſs of Life I then was in; and that Word : 
was much to me at that time, Give thy ſelf. , 3 
wholly to them, viz, Meditation and Prayer, 
1 Tim. iv. 15. Soon after this, the Lord o- 
pened a Door to me, to diſpoſe of my Buſineſs 
in Life to my Satisfaction, that I might ſerve 
bim in his Work. I purſued thoſe Steps in 
$6 hs E 2 ä 
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Providence that the Lord had directed me 
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unto, and there was ſuch an Appearance of 
the Lord in them, that all Matters were or- 
dered according to my Deſire. But ſtill great 
Unbelief prevailed, with reſpect to my Sub- 
ſiſtence in Life; well, that Word for a time 
ſupported me, Cuſting all your Care upon 


1h Lord, for he careth for thee, 1 Pet, v. 7. 


and whilſt I have been helped fo to do, I 
have lived comfortably ; but when I have 
fooliſhly taken it up again into my own hands, 
then I found it was too heavy for me. Well, 
the Lord hid nothing from me at this time, 
but I was made to ſee what I muſt bear and 


ſuffer in the World, in this Undertaking he 


was now calling me unto. 


Oh! I ſaw the Work to bed oreat ; and a as 


3 1 was convinced of my own Weakneſs, ſo 1 
was made to ſee where Strength was, and 
how the Lord gives it forth as his Miniſters 

need it; that Word helped me at that time, 


No Man goeth a Vor fm at his own Charge, 


1, Cor. ix. 9. Then I was helped to ſee who it 
was fent me, and that I had his Promiſe that he 
would be with me, and ſtrengthen me, and car- 


ry me on in the Work ; that though it was 
great, there was an exalted Head, that has 
2, Plenitude of all Gifts in his Hands, to give 
11S Miniſters in.all Ages; and that he would 

xxſtow them for the perfeting of the Saints, 
Ir the Work of the Miniſtry, for the Edife- 

cotion of the Body of . Eh. ir iv. 12. — 2 
But 


Helper of: bus People, &c. ag 
But then I ſaw that the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry had much Contempt thrown upòn it, 

and the Miniſters themſelves but little eſteem- 
ed; looked upon by many as the Off- ſcour- 
ing of all Things, and by others only as their 
Servants, to perform the Work in the Church, 
without giving them that Honour which is 
due to their Office. Well, here I was made 


to behold how honourable this Office of mi- 


niſtring before the Lord in his Church was, 
that Angels were never intruſted with the 
Goſpel to declare to poor loſt Sinners, as Men 
are; and that this ſhould be committed to 
Men, poor, ſinful, fallible Men; this appear- 
ed to be great Honour; but more ſo, when 
I conſidered that they were the Ambaſſadors 


of Chriſt, not to lord it over God's Heritage, 


but to carry Meſſages of Peace from the Lord 
that is clothed with their Nature, and exalted 
far above all Principalities and Powers, and 
will one Day put Honour upon them, when 
the Seals of their Miniſtry ſhall be a Crown: 
of Rejoicing unto them in the Day of the 
Lord: For what is our Hope, or Foy, or 
Crown of Rejorcing ? Are not even ye in the 
Preſence of our Lord Feſus Chriſt at bis: 
Coming Fr ye are our Glory and fe, 
1 Theſſ. ii. 19, 20. And the Words of Da- 
vid, at that time, were of uſe to me, I hag 
rather be a Door-heeper in the Houſe af my" 
| God, than to dwell in the Tents of Witkea= 
neſs; and one Day miniſtring in his Houſe, 
LAT. ? "mo 
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was better than Ten Thouſand elſewhere, 
Pfal. Ixxxiv. 10. And as the Diſhonour that 


is uſually caft upon the Miniſtry appeared, ſo 


alſo from thoſe Titles that are given to the 
Servants of the Lord, I ſaw it to be an ho- 


nourable Work ; and therefore they are fitly. 
called Stars and Angels: The ſeven Stars 
are the Angels of the ſeven Churches; and 
the ſeven Candlefticks which thou ſaweſt, are 


the ſeven Churches, Rev. i 20. and are 
laid to fulfil his Pleaſure, Pſal. ciii. 21. Fur 

out f the Mouth of Babes and Sucklings he 
 ordaineth Strength, Matt. xxi. 16. But I was 
helped to ſee alſo that I muſt go through 


good Report and evil, And here 1 ſaw what 


ſome of the Servants of the Lord endured, 
in following the Lamb, through Poverty, Di- 


ſtreſs, Nakedneſs, and the like: And whilſt. 


L was meditating upon theſe Things, thoſe 


Words fell with Power upon my Mind; If 
any Man will be my Diſciple, let him take 
np bis Croſs and follow me, Matt. xvi. 24. 


Here I was made to ſee what was before me, 
in the way I was now going to engage in ; 
but that Part (/e&? him deny himſelf) was the 


main Part of the Text to me. Here the Lord. 


taught me to ſee, that if he called me out to 
art with all, it was no more than what he 


had called his Servants unto; I was helped to 


ſay, Lord, I am willing to part with all, 
Name, Reputation, the Things of Life, &e, 


And 1 faw it my Duty to cleaye unto the 


Lords 


Helper of bis People, &c. _ 3 r 


Lord's Cauſe, whatever it coſt me, or what 


ever Hazards it expoſed me unto; and I was 


perſuaded that the Lord would do by me, 


and for me, what was moſt for his Glory, 
and ſo 1 was helped to leave my ſelf with the 
Lord; and after I had weighed: all theſe” 


Things duly in my Mind, and had carried 
them once and again unto the Lord, I was 


inclined to give the Church an Anſwer in the 
Affirmative, that I would accept of the Call 
they gave me ; and fo I acquainted them of 


it, with the Lord's Apparent in Providence! 


for me, Ge. 


«Xt 
—— —̃ - 


My Anſwer unto the Church was agree- 


able unto them, and ſoon after I had given 


them my Anſwer, they appointed a time for” 
my being ſet apart unto the Work of Chriſt, 


in the Office of a Paſtor, which was by Faw 


ſting and Prayer: T his was not tranſacted: 

in a Corner, but in a publ ick Manner, before 
a large Auditory, made up principally f 
Members of other Churches, that they might 
| behold our Order in the. Goſpel, which Was 


as follows ; The Church, by a ſpecial Ap- 


pointment, choſe one of the ſenior Brethren! 
to be their Mouth for that Day, by whom 


the principal Work was tranſacted, ' we be⸗ 


ing fully perſuaded that the Work of Ordi- 


nation is the Churches, and that Paſtors, as 
Meſſengers of other Churches, are only Wir- 
neſſes in this Affair, to behold the Order of 

the Church ſo ordaining, and to give the 
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| Right-hand of Fellowſhip! to the perſon ſo 
ordained, and to denen their n 


S8 


rofl. ble 4 
After ſome. of . 2 HE had been at 


Pra yer, the Brother deputed, deſired the 


Church would renew their Call unto me, 
Which was done accordingly; and then I 
declared, in a publick Manner, my Accep- 
tance of the ſame, and withal gave them 
ſome ſhort Account of the Lord's Dealings 
With my Soul concerning this Matter: Then 
the Brother deputed gave a Word of Ex- 
hortation to me, from Col. iv. 17. and unto 


* the Church, fm 1 T Heſſ. v. 12, 13. And then 
ſiame of the Brethren went to Prayer, and 


concluded with Prayer and Praiſe. This was 
a folemn Day to my Soul; and as we obſer- 
ved: it according to the Rule of God's Word, 
ſÞ:the Lord gave us his Preſence in a gra- 
cious manner, thro' the whole of the Work; 
Which was looked: upon not only as a Token | 
of what he would do for us, but alſo of his 
well-pleaſedneſs in what we had been con- 
cerned: in. Thus have I thought fit to pub- 
liſn to the whole Body of Profeſſors of the 
Name of Chriſt, in general, and to you, a- 
mong whom the Lord hath called me to la- 
bour, in particular, a full Account of the way 
the Lord hath taken with me, to bring me 
out amongſt you into the Service of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. Pray for me, that I may be 


nah an on, and made uſeful, in the Lord's 
2 Hand, 


"ob vs bie Pert, ha — 3 3 


Hand, to build you up a Temple for himſelf, | 
where he Will pleaſe to dwell and walk in 
the Outgoitigs of his Prefetice and Grade, 
that as you have had him as the former Rain, ; 
you may alſo have him as the latter Rain, 
to revive and ſtrengthen your Hearts and 
Hands in his deſpiſed 7 which is, ng 


ee Ding, * ©f;3 15 mar 


0 Vours 


53 
| 
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in the Servio of Chad, 
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"ln of th” laſt Won 
ExyREs: SloNs of that faithful 
and eminent Miniſter of Jeſus Chrift, 


Mr. Jeſepb Huſſey, on his dying Bed; 
who Was dying under ſtrong Pains, 
from the 10th to the 15th of No- 


vember, 17 6; and then flept in 
Jeſus, at 2 O Clock in the After- 


noon, in the 67th Year of his Age. 


* NE of his Church 
asking him how his 
Faith, was exerciſed, 
with regard to thoſe 

Doctrinẽs he uſed to 

preach ? He Adee T am in the firm and 
Full Perſuaſion of all thoſe Truths I have 
| * and die in the 182 OY. wil . | 


Friday xr. Theo fn Perſon viſi ting kiw, 
Abe bin how he did, being in great Pain # * 
He anſwered, Z's the Hang of a A,. _ 


ing, him how he did : 2. Said he, Ji upon he ol 


ſtoop to the Sovereignty. of God: He faid, 
Fountain of Fulneſs, He then faid, He had. 


e asking him how he did? J am, ſaid he, 23 3 1 
| ard to fe ae Coriff. What do you EY 


Dodrings he had delivered? * He anſwered, 


, he: mer FO from fome of 3 that are no dead. , W 


Mr, Taſey 8. a Wenge, I 


1 1 Faithfulne 1 and Wiſdom does. h 4 his 
his. Courſels G ho hall 15 Eu ht ph ns a0 7 
lis Pleaſure... With MH TV nor COU! . 
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Saturday 12. A Silt - of the Chbien ak-" 


Borders of Eternity : Ti long to ſee Teſus, The 
ſame. Perſon expreſſing what a Loſs it would 


be to her and the Church, yet that they muſt 


IWoen the Streams are dried up, Chrift Is 4 


2% Quarrel with any here, but was in 4 
ect forgiving, forgetting Frame of & irit to 
21. hat had bard Thoughts i 


Tord 5 ay. 13. Many of the Church hi — | 
ing in his Chamber, he. making his Bed s 


Pulpit, was often droppipg ſome ſpiritual Sen- 
tences; fome-of-- Which ate as follow. , 


waiting for my happy Change, 70 ys aiſſplo 


Lane u Palate fa. an; thing Here, 

2 one is, ar god as eur, _— 
Zee the Dotirines of the Goſpel. . . Mi 
asked how he. found it in his Soul, as to thole 
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III. Huſoys dying Woe: 


O bravely! They are my main Supports un: 
der my Trials and Pains. I find now the 


Truth of what I have preached : They are 


not my Notions or Fancy, but the Power of 


Chriſt to my Sous. Ce 
Dozing at Times, when he awake he 


would drop ſuch fwWeet Words as follow; 


A I have often ſing the Praiſes of God in 


the low Lands, but Oh ! how long will it 
be before I come to the Heights of Zion, to 


ſing to God and the Lamb upon the Throne. 
O, bleſſed Death, it's a ſweet thing to die; 


for Chriſi will then be all and in all. Ob, 


1 he Security there is in Chrift An 4 | after 


Death the Judgment; but the ſame that fe- 
cures from th one, doth from the other alſo. 
Ah Lord ! I have ſerved thee here in Clouds, 
and amongſt Smoak and Darkneſs ; but come 
Zora Feſus, that I may praiſe thee in the 
Regions of Light. O when ſhall I put off 
this corrupt Body of Sin and Death. Bleſs 
the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all bis 


Benefits. The Succeſs of the Gy 2 at Cam- 


bridge and London, O what hall I render 
O Lord, 


unto the Lord for theſe Benefits. 


Carber thing Hifi cut of this ſinful World, 


unto thy ſelf. How king and merciful a Fa- 
ther have 1? It's the Hand of my Father, and 
1 will kiſs the Rod. O bleſſed be God for 
Zeſus. Chriſt, and for the Spirit of Chrift, 
and for the Promiſes of Chriſt. Q that J 
could expernence more of bjs Love and Pow- 


„ a JH deer Fa. 


> 


— i 
TE od 


Mr. Huſey's dying Wonvs. 37 


er, O for more Diſcoveries of the Arms of- 


the mighty God of Facob. O for the Salua- 


tion of Iſrael. —— One ſaying to him, Sire 
I hope you are free from the Aſſaults of Sa- 
7's, ſaid he, bleſſed be the Lora 


tan ; | 
Name, I am, and have been all my Tlineſs ; 
my State is ſure. = 


| "Under great Pains he cried out, O Lord 
Feſus give me more Patience under theſe- 


ſmart Strokes of thy Hand. Let not my Soul 
be overwhelmed through Pain, but bring my 
Feet out of the Net, and lead me to the Rock 
bigher than J. Being asked how he did ? I 
long, ſaid he, to be in Glory. I was born in- 
to this World a Sinner, but. I have been borx 
into the Church by Grace, and I long to be 
born into Glory. O how long are thy Chariot 


*/ 


Feſu FL. kt | ; $I 
His Daughter taking her Leave of him, he 
ſaid, Weep not : 1s not Chriſt better than an 


he ſaid, Chriſt is better than a Creature. A 


Member ſaid to him, Sir, you draw your 
Breath hard; he anſwered, Tes, but if it 
were the Will of God, I hope hell give me 


Breath to praiſe bim whilſ; T lice. One of 
the Church fitting up with him, asked him 
how he did ? he (then having ſtrong Pains of 
Death upon him) anſwered, I have Faith, 
but my Patience fails me. io 
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heels a coming to take me to my ſweet 
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earthly Father? His Sp6uſe doing the ſame, '.-+ 


way ; 
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55 88 Mr di is dying Wo nds. 


e ben Be, dd, "Biaſed be. 


Phaſe. 


Pere 23h Yo ere on DP yrnm wy 0 
-n Monday 
beſides other Fri 


. e due of 7he Covenant. - Being 
Again herz! he (pauſing 4 
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while) ſaid, Is thy Mouth, (looking p 
Wards) that bath proneinſed the -Sentetre, 

$ecauſe. it's thy Mouth that hath promſed 
hs), Bleſſing.) Here he btoke forth, as on 22 


Lurn cedah, with many ſhort Sentences, ſuch 

as fheſe; er. Bheſſng, Gloiy, Hunour, 5 ant 

I ta Gar ah 25 Lamb for eve 

ever." N 4Adregaful,” but Grace aun 
efes Chrift. Lord be with me in 


Y 1 Cher, and leur nie t. O let me 
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att an abundant; I 110 Glory, 12 


fog tby Praiſe. 
Many of the Church Radlling i in order for- 


he ſaid, | I than yon Clooking on a 


e an , rde. Bibra, a Stn, 
eſpecially thoſe who have ſhecon fo much Kind- 


ne to me, in cuſitiug me in my Wineſs ; and 


Vi they bad been more. Te Lord pour 


out hir Spirit upon yon, and the whule Church. 


And he prayed for them, but his Voice was 


o low he could not be underſtoad, but con- 
cluded, as if he ſhould ſee them no more: 
Then with. al Voice, he ſpake the 


Bleſſing as follows; . The Grace of our - 


Lord Feſus Chrift, the Love of. God, the Fu- 


ther, the ſweet * comfortable Fellowſhip 
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Thus, there fell a great Man in Jrael- , ö 


? There found on him! What Light, what 
- Zeal, what Faith and Faithfulneſs was found 


Creature, and ſtain the Glory of all Fleſh ! 
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M Halſey O tying Wess 58. 


9 Tue 15, the Day be + died: He talked 
at times, but ſo low he could not be under- 
ſtood, only he was heard to Tay, More Fuitib 
and Patience; for he hop'd and pes 1 Y 
the laſt Night that he ſhould not live tik K "720 


of 1 9 


One to whom the Lord imparted much of his fee cb 
Mind, and whom the Lord made eminently - 
uſeful in his Work. O What a Spirit was 


> 
an 


in kim How did God lead him to honour Na - | 
Father, Son, and Spirit; and to debaſe the 9 


O that Gvd would pour down a double Por- 
tion of the Spirit, that was upon him, on his 
Servants which are left behind! even ſo, 
Amen. * 
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